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“Spectator, Survivor, or Overcomer?”

Rev. 12:11 "They overcame him because of the blood of the Lamb & because of the word of their testimony, & they did not love their life even when faced with death.
1. Is There An Enemy? Who Is It?
a. I Pet. 5:8: “Your adversary, the devil, prowls around like a roaring lion, seeking someone to devour.”
b. John 8:44-45 "You are of your father the devil, and you want to do the desires of your father. He was a murderer from the beginning, and does not stand in the truth because there is no truth in him. Whenever he speaks a lie, he speaks from his own nature, for he is a liar and the father of lies.
c. “There are two equal and opposite errors into which our race can fall about the devils. One is to disbelieve in their existence. The other is to believe, and to feel an excessive and unhealthy interest in them. They themselves are equally pleased by both errors...” C.S. Lewis, Screwtape Letters
2. Is There A Battle? What Is It?

· Eph. 6:11-12 “Put on the full armor of God, so that you will be able to stand firm against the schemes of the devil. For our struggle is not against flesh & blood, but against the rulers, against the powers, against the world forces of this darkness, against the spiritual forces of wickedness in the heavenly places.”
3. What Is The Nature Of My Enemy’s Evil?
a. Isa. 14:12-14 "How you have fallen from heaven, O star of the morning, son of the dawn! You have been cut down to the earth, you who have weakened the nations! But you said in your heart, 'I will ascend to heaven; I will raise my throne above the stars of God, and I will sit on the mount of assembly in the recesses of the north. I will ascend above the heights of the clouds; I will make myself like the Most High.'
b. Math. 4:8-11 “Again, the devil took Him to a very high mountain & showed Him all the kingdoms of the world and their glory; and he said to Him, "All these things I will give You, if You fall down and worship me." Then Jesus said to him, "Go, Satan! For it is written, 'you shall worship the Lord your God, and serve him only.'" 11 Then the devil left Him; and behold, angels came and began to minister to Him.”
4. Is The Enemy Alone, Or Does He Have Help?
a. Math. 25:41: (Jesus :) “The eternal fire which has been prepared for the devil and his angels;”
b. Jude 1:6 “And angels who did not keep their own domain, but abandoned their proper abode, He has kept in eternal bonds under darkness for the judgment of the great day,”
c. “I believe in angels, and I believe that some of these, by the abuse of their free will, have become enemies to God and, as a corollary, to us. These we may call devils.” C.S. Lewis
5. Does The Enemy Really Have Any Authority?
a. Jn. 12:31 Jesus: "Now judgment is upon this world; now the ruler of this world will be cast out.”
b. I Jn. 5:19 “We know that we are of God, and that the whole world lies in the power of the evil one.”
c. Eph. 2:1 “And you were dead in your trespasses and sins, in which you formerly walked according to the course of this world, according to the prince of the power of the air.”
6. Does This Battle Matter To Christ? 
a. I Jn. 3:8 “The Son of God appeared for this purpose, to destroy the works of the devil.”
b. Mk. 3: 22, 27: “The scribes… were saying, "He is possessed by Beelzebul," and "He casts out the demons by the ruler of the demons… (Jesus :) "But no one can enter the strong man's house and plunder his property unless he first binds the strong man, and then he will plunder his house.
7. Does This Battle Matter To His Church? To Me?
a. Jn. 10:10 "The thief comes only to steal & kill & destroy; I came that they may have life, & have it abundantly.
b. I Jn. 2:13b-14 …I have written to you, children, because you know the Father. 14 I have written to you, fathers, because you know Him who has been from the beginning. I have written to you, young men, because you are strong, and the word of God abides in you, and you have overcome the evil one.
c. “One of the things that surprised me when I first read the New Testament seriously was that it talked so much about a Dark Power in the universe- a mighty evil spirit who was held to be the Power behind death & disease, & sin… Christianity thinks this Dark Power was created by God, & was good when he was created, & went wrong… Christianity doesn’t think this is a war between independent powers. It thinks it is a civil war, a rebellion, & that we are living in a part of the universe occupied by the rebel. Enemy-occupied territory - that is what this world is. Christianity is the story of how the rightful king has landed; you might say landed in disguise, & is calling us all to take part in a great campaign of sabotage.” C.S. Lewis, Mere Christianity
d. Math. 13:19 "When anyone hears the word of the kingdom and does not understand it, the evil one comes and snatches away what has been sown in his heart.
e. II Cor. 4:3-4: 3 And even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled to those who are perishing, 4 in whose case the god of this world has blinded the minds of the unbelieving so that they might not see the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God.
“There is a great unseen adversary, Satan. He does not take kindly to seeing his kingdom assailed & his captives released. He is the god of this world. He has, for all practical purposes, taken the place of God in the lives of many people. He does not require that they should be very evil, very devilish. In fact he does not mind how kind they are, how devoted to philanthropic causes, how well educated or how generous. His great concern is to keep the light of the gospel of Jesus Christ Who is the likeness of God, from breaking upon them. The weapon he uses for this purpose, and with devastating effect, is blindness. He blinds the minds of un​believers.” (I Believe in Satan’s Downfall, Michael Green.) HOW???
8. The Authority and Victory of His Church 

a. Col. 1:13 “God has rescued us from the one who rules in the kingdom of darkness, and he has brought us into the Kingdom of his dear Son.”
b. Math. 28:18-19 “Jesus came and told his disciples, "I have been given complete authority in heaven and on earth.19 Therefore, go and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit. 
c. Eph. 1:19-22 NLT “I pray that you will begin to understand the incredible greatness of His power for us who believe Him. This is the same mighty power20 that raised Christ from the dead and seated him in the place of honor at God's right hand in the heavenly realms. 21 Now He is far above any ruler or authority or power or leader or anything else in this world or in the world to come.” And God has put all things under the authority of Christ, and he gave him this authority for the benefit of the church.
9. How and When is the Victory Won? 

a. Jn. 12:31 Jesus: "Now judgment is upon this world; now the ruler of this world will be cast out.”
b. Phil. 2:8-9 “Being found in appearance as a man, He humbled Himself by becoming obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross. For this reason also, God highly exalted Him, & bestowed on Him the name which is above every name.”
c. Rev. 12:11 "And they overcame him because of the blood of the Lamb and because of the word of their testimony, and they did not love their life even when faced with death.
· "Twilight Zone 1960”

a. American on walking trip > ctrl Europe caught in storm.
b. Staggers thru rain, > medieval castle: Monks take in.
c. Later, American discovers cell with man locked inside. 
d. Ancient wooden staff bolts the door. 
e. Prisoner: “I’m captive by insane head monk, Bro. Jerome.”
f.  Kind/ gentle face: pleads: “Release me.”
g. Confronts Bro. Jerome, who says: “Satan, father of lies," held captive by Staff of Truth, one barrier he cannot pass.
h.  American feels Jerome is mad. Releases the prisoner—
i. Immediately > hideous, demon/ vanishes: puff of smoke!
j. American horrified at realization of what he has done. 
k. Jerome: "I'm sorry for U, my son. All UR life U’l remember this night & whom you have turned loose upon the world."
l. "I didn't believe you. I saw him & didn't recognize him"
m.  Jerome: "That is man's weakness, and Satan's strength."
Rev. 12:11 "They overcame him because of the blood of the Lamb & because of the word of their testimony, & 

they did not love their life even when faced with death.”
1. Is There An Enemy? Who Is It?

a. I Pet. 5:8: “Your adversary, the devil, prowls around like a roaring lion, seeking someone to devour.”
b. John 8:44-45 "You are of your father the devil, and you want to do the desires of your father. He was a murderer from the beginning, and does not stand in the truth because there is no truth in him. Whenever he speaks a lie, he speaks from his own nature, for he is a liar and the father of lies.
c. “There are two equal and opposite errors into which our race can fall about the devils. One is to disbelieve in their existence. The other is to believe, and to feel an excessive and unhealthy interest in them. They themselves are equally pleased by both errors...” C.S. Lewis, Screwtape Letters
2. Is There A Battle? What Is It?

a. Eph. 6:11-12 “Put on the full armor of God, so that you will be able to stand firm against the schemes of the devil. For our struggle is not against flesh & blood, but against the rulers, against the powers, against the world forces of this darkness, against the spiritual forces of wickedness in the heavenly places.”
b. The Patriot, w/ Mel Gibson, during the Revolutionary War. 
1. He did not want any part of the war, but the war was waging all around him. 
2. Eventually, choose to become part of it when his son was murdered.
3.  Charlotte: You have done nothing for which you should be ashamed. 
Benjamin Martin: I have done nothing. And for that I am ashamed.
3. What Is The Nature Of His Evil?

a. Isa. 14:12-14 "How you have fallen from heaven, O star of the morning, son of the dawn! You have been cut down to the earth, you who have weakened the nations! But you said in your heart, 'I will ascend to heaven; I will raise my throne above the stars of God, & I will sit on the mount of assembly in the recesses of the north. I will ascend above the heights of the clouds; I will make myself like the Most High.' (PRIDE)
b. Math. 4:8-11 “Again, the devil took Him to a very high mountain & showed Him all the kingdoms of the world and their glory; and he said to Him, "All these things I will give You, if You fall down and worship me." Then Jesus said to him, "Go, Satan! For it is written, 'you shall worship the Lord your God, and serve him only.'" Then the devil left Him; and behold, angels came and began to minister to Him.”
4. Is The Enemy Alone, Or Does He Have Help?

a. Math. 25:41: (Jesus :) “The eternal fire which has been prepared for the devil and his angels;”
b. Jude 1:6 Angels who did not keep their own domain, but abandoned their proper abode, He has kept in eternal bonds under darkness for the judgment of the great day
c. “I believe in angels, & I believe that some of these, by the abuse of their free will, have become enemies to God &, as a corollary, to us. These we may call devils.” C.S. Lewis
5. Does The Enemy Really Have Any Authority?

a. Jn. 12:31 Jesus: "Now judgment is upon this world; now the ruler of this world will be cast out.”
b. I Jn. 5:19 “We know that we are of God, and that the whole world lies in the power of the evil one.”
c. Eph. 2:1 “You were dead in your trespasses and sins, in which you formerly walked according to the course of this world, according to the prince of the power of the air
6. Does The Battle Matter To Christ? 

a. I Jn. 3:8 The Son of God appeared 4 this purpose, to destroy the works of the devil.
b. Mk. 3: 22, 27: “The scribes… were saying, "He is possessed by Beelzebul," and "He casts out the demons by the ruler of the demons… (Jesus :) "But no one can enter the strong man's house and plunder his property unless he first binds the strong man, and then he will plunder his house.
7. Does The Battle Matter To His Church? 

a. I Jn. 2:13b-14 …I have written to you, children, because you know the Father. 14 I have written to you, fathers, because you know Him who has been from the beginning. I have written to you, young men, because you are strong, and the word of God abides in you, and you have overcome the evil one.
b. “One of the things that surprised me when I first read the New Testament seriously was that it talked so much about a Dark Power in the universe- a mighty evil spirit who was held to be the Power behind death & disease, & sin… Christianity thinks this Dark Power was created by God, & was good when he was created, & went wrong… Christianity doesn’t think this is a war between independent powers. It thinks it is a civil war, a rebellion, & that we are living in a part of the universe occupied by the rebel. Enemy-occupied territory - that is what this world is. Christianity is the story of how the rightful king has landed; you might say landed in disguise, & is calling us all to take part in a great campaign of sabotage.” C.S. Lewis, Mere Christianity
c. When I was converted, I made this mistake: I thought the battle was already mine, the victory already won, the crown already in my grasp. I thought the old things had passed away, that all things had become new, & that my old corrupt nature, the old life, was gone. But I found out, after serving X for a few months, that conversion was only like enlisting in the army--that there was a battle on hand.  D. L. Moody, 
d. Math. 13:19 "When anyone hears the word of the kingdom and does not understand it, the evil one comes and snatches away what has been sown in his heart.
e. II Cor. 4:3-4: 3 And even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled to those who are perishing, 4 in whose case the god of this world has blinded the minds of the unbelieving so that they might not see the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God.
“There is a great unseen adversary, Satan. He does not take kindly to seeing his kingdom assailed & his captives released. He is the god of this world. He has, for all practical purposes, taken the place of God in the lives of many people. He does not require that they should be very evil, very devilish. In fact he does not mind how kind they are, how devoted to philanthropic causes, how well educated or how generous. His great concern is to keep the light of the gospel of Jesus Christ Who is the likeness of God, from breaking upon them. The weapon he uses for this purpose, and with devastating effect, is blindness. He blinds the minds of un​believers.” (I Believe in Satan’s Downfall, Michael Green.) HOW???
8. The Authority and Victory of His Church 

a. Col. 1:13 “God has rescued us from the one who rules in the kingdom of darkness, and he has brought us into the Kingdom of his dear Son.”
b. Math. 28:18-19 “Jesus came and told his disciples, "I have been given complete authority in heaven and on earth.19 Therefore, go and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit. 
c. Eph. 1:19-22 NLT “I pray that you will begin to understand the incredible greatness of His power for us who believe Him. This is the same mighty power20 that raised Christ from the dead and seated him in the place of honor at God's right hand in the heavenly realms. 21 Now He is far above any ruler or authority or power or leader or anything else in this world or in the world to come.” And God has put all things under the authority of Christ, and he gave him this authority for the benefit of the church.
9. How and When is the Victory Won? 

a. Jn. 12:31 Now judgment is upon this world; now the ruler of this world will be cast out.
b. Phil. 2:8-9 “Being found in appearance as a man, He humbled Himself by becoming obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross. For this reason also, God highly exalted Him, & bestowed on Him the name which is above every name.”
c. Rev. 12:11 "They Overcame him because of the blood of the Lamb & because of the word of their testimony, & they did not love their life even when faced with death.
1. By entering into Jesus’ wilderness experience
a. Led by Spirit > wilderness > 30 days w/ father before temptations

1. “Who am I?” “Why am I here?”

2. Settle priorities

b. The Word of God
1. Discern temptations and resist them

2. “Thy Word have I hid…

2. “Blood (death) of the Lamb (sacrificial)”

a. Accuser of brethren > Rom. 8:1       Obedience until death

b. Claiming of victory won at cross “I know He loves me/ w/me- period.
3. “The word of their testimony (marturia).”
a. Jn.9:24-25 "Give glory to God; we know this man’s a sinner." He replied, "Whether He is a sinner, I do not know; 1 thing I do know, that though I was blind, now I see."
b. Lk. 22:70-71 And they all said, "Are You the Son of God, then?" And He said to them, "Yes, I am." Then they said, "What further need do we have of testimony (marturia)? For we have heard it ourselves from His own mouth."
4. “They did not love their life even when faced with death.”
· What Test/ Temptation R U faced with “even when faced with _____.”
d. Rev. 12:11 "They Overcame him because of the blood of the Lamb & because of the word of their testimony, & they did not love their life even when faced with death.
· = The Price which the Soldier must pay, to overcome Satan.

Notes: Used and Unused
Pastor Mike Breaux tells the following story of when his daughter Jodie answered God's call to go into missions work:

During her junior year of high school, Jodie struggled to find a faith of her own. She wanted to know in her heart that all of what she'd been taught to believe was true and that Jesus Christ was real. Honestly, she was headed down a dark road. But God pursued her down that road. She eventually found a faith of her own, and when she graduated from high school, she said, "I don't think God wants me to go to college right now. I want to take a year to go to Haiti, and I want to serve people in a medical mission down there."

I said, "Are you sure you want to do this? Jodie, it's 3,000 miles away from home. It's AIDS-infested and the poorest country in the western hemisphere. And do you know it's controlled by the voodoo religion?"

"I know all that," she said. "But I feel like God wants me to go and help those people."

I said, "Okay. If that's what you want to do, we'll make it happen."

One of the hardest days of my life was putting my little girl on an airplane and watching it lift off, not knowing whether I'd ever communicate with her again.

One night I got an e-mail from Jodie. She wrote: "Dad, tonight has been the most remarkable night of my life. I got called out to this hut to deliver a baby. Dad, I've only delivered one, and that was with somebody. I'd never done this by myself, but I was the only one around. They called me, and I get to this hut, and there's this naked, screaming lady on the dirt floor. I got a flashlight, and I'm thinking, Here I am, 18-years-old, and I'm in a hut in a third-world country with a naked, screaming, pregnant lady. I have a flashlight, and I don't know what I'm doing—but I'm here. To make matters worse, this lady from the voodoo religion walked into the hut, dressed in her red and blue voodoo garb, and began to chant some voodoo incantation in Creole. She put some kind of oil on the lady's head, and when she started to walk away from me and the woman, she stopped at the woman's belly, put some other kind of salve there, and walked the opposite direction—all while chanting this Creole spell. I didn't know what to do. She stood at the head of this woman and stared a hole through me. When I was getting ready to deliver this baby, I just looked back at her, and I started singing. I knew she didn't understand English, but I just started singing: 'Our God is an awesome God, he reigns from heaven above, with wisdom, power, and love, our God is an awesome God.'"

Jodie said that the voodoo lady became completely unglued. She grabbed all of her stuff and ran out of the hut. Jodie wrote, "That night I knew that that baby was going to be born with the blessing of God and not the curse of Satan." 

As I read Jodie's e-mail, my fatherly side thought, You get on a plane tomorrow! What are you doing in a hut with a voodoo woman in the first place? But then my heart beat so fast for her as her brother in Christ. I thought, Way to go, Jodie! Way to make a difference with your life! Way to stop floating around accidental-like! Way to put your life in the hands of the destiny-maker! Way to make a splash! Who knows who that little baby she delivered that night is going to grow up to touch and who that person is going to touch—all because of one courageous girl who said, "Okay, God, I want to put my life in your hands; I want to make a difference."

Everybody treats us so nicely. No one seems to think that we mean what we say. When we say "kingdom of God," no one gets apprehensive, as if we had just announced (which we thought we had) that a powerful army is poised on the border, ready to invade. When we say radical things like "Christ," "love," "believe," "peace," and "sin" -- words that in other times and cultures excited martyrdoms--the sounds enter the stream of conversation with no more splash than baseball scores and grocery prices.

Eugene Peterson

Aqaba in 1917 seemed impregnable. Any enemy vessel approaching the port would have to face the battery of huge naval guns above the town. Behind Aqaba in every direction lay barren, waterless, inhospitable desert. To the east lay the deadly "anvil of the sun." The Turks believed Aqaba to be safe from any attack. But they were wrong.

Lawrence of Arabia led a force of irregular Arab cavalry across the "anvil of the sun." Together, they rallied support among the local people. On July 6, 1917, the Arab forces swept into Aqaba from the north, from the blind side. A climactic moment of the magnificent film Lawrence of Arabia is the long, panning shot of the Arabs on their camels and horses, with Lawrence at their head, galloping past the gigantic naval guns that are completely powerless to stop them. The guns were facing in the wrong direction. Aqaba fell, and the Turkish hold on Palestine was broken, to be replaced by the British mandate and eventually by the State of Israel.

The Turks failed to defend Aqaba because they made two mistakes. They did not know their enemy, and they did not have the right weapons.

We must be careful not to make the same mistakes. (Ephesians 6:12) makes it very clear who our enemy is: "Our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the powers of this dark world."

I am the Christian the Devil Warned You About, Mario Murillo. 

“We say the Christian life is like a war. It sounds in​nocent, but it casts a disastrous symbolism to something that is desperately real. If we are in something like a war, then the Bible becomes something like the Word of God, and we face something like an attack, and we put on some​thing like the armor of God.

If there is a basic rule about war, it is that if you are in one, you should know it! And, my friend, you are in one.

Here comes the word why again. Why are you under attack? Why you should you learn to fight? Until you face the fact that you are locked in mortal combat, you will never stop being con​fused and you will never take adequate measures to arm yourself. Some even coddle the notion that if they remain a commonplace Christian, Satan will not attack them. But the warrior un​derstands that the unarmed are taken out first.

In China, I read the works of a general named Sun Tzu. Though he wrote about war 2300 years ago, his wisdom is revered by the modern military establishment. I mention him because, though he speaks from worldly wis​dom, he captures an insight to war that we need. P.40

“Know thy enemy.”  Sun Tzu
Estimated amount of matter in the universe determined this year to be invisible: 98 percent "Harper's Index," Harper's (May 2002)

Do you remember the movie, The Patriot, with Mel Gibson, which took place during the Revolutionary War? He did not want any part of the war, but the war was waging all around him. Eventually, he had no choice but to become part of it when his son was murdered. Christians in Europe during World War II may have wanted to ignore the war, even as Jews were being transported to concentration camps, but soon the war came to them. Dietrich Bonheoffer, a Lutheran pastor in Germany, couldn’t avoid the war either, even when he visited the USA. Eventually, he was sent to prison and executed by the Nazis  
Charlotte: You have done nothing for which you should be ashamed. 
Benjamin Martin: I have done nothing. And for that I am ashamed.
When I was converted, I made this mistake: I thought the battle was already mine, the victory already won, the crown already in my grasp. I thought the old things had passed away, that all things had become new, and that my old corrupt nature, the old life, was gone. But I found out, after serving Christ for a few months, that conversion was only like enlisting in the army--that there was a battle on hand.  D. L. Moody, 

Math. 4;8 Again, the devil took Him to a very high mountain and showed Him all the kingdoms of the world and their glory; 9 and he said to Him, "All these things I will give You, if You fall down and worship me." 10 Then Jesus said to him, "Go, Satan! For it is written, 'You shall worship the Lord your God, and serve Him only.'" 11 Then the devil left Him; and behold, angels came and began to minister to Him. 
Deut. 6:10 "Then it shall come about when the LORD your God brings you into the land which He swore to your fathers, Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, to give you, great and splendid cities which you did not build, 11 and houses full of all good things which you did not fill, and hewn cisterns which you did not dig, vineyards and olive trees which you did not plant, and you eat and are satisfied, 12 then watch yourself, that you do not forget the LORD who brought you from the land of Egypt, out of the house of slavery. 13 "You shall fear only the LORD your God; and you shall worship Him and swear by His name. 14 "You shall not follow other gods, any of the gods of the peoples who surround you, 15 for the LORD your God in the midst of you is a jealous God;
Satan offers the kingdoms of the world and their "splendor" without showing their sin. Jesus, however, came to remove sin. Here was a temptation "to achieve power by worship of God's rival" (France, Jesus, p. 52), a shortcut to fullest messianic authority. Satan was offering an interpretation of the theocratic ideal that side stepped the Cross and introduced idolatry. At Jesus' baptism the Voice spoke words that united Davidic messiahship and suffering servanthood (cf. on 3:17); here was enticement to enjoy the former without the latter. Small wonder Jesus would later turn on Peter so sharply when the apostle made a similar suggestion (16:23).

    
Jesus recognized that Satan's suggestion entailed depriving God of his exclusive claim to worship: neither God's "son" Israel nor God's "Son" Jesus may swerve from undivided allegiance to God himself (v. 10; cf. Exod 23:20-33; Deut 6:13; cf. esp. McNeile, Bonnard). So Jesus responded with a third "it is written" and banished Satan from his presence. The time would come when Jesus' expanding kingdom would progressively destroy the kingdom Satan had to offer (12:25-28; cf. Luke 10:18). The day still lies ahead when King Messiah's last enemy is destroyed (1Cor 15:25-26). But Jesus achieves it all without compromising his filial submission to the Father.

   
 In other words Jesus had in mind from the very beginning of his earthly ministry the combination of royal kingship and suffering servanthood attested at his baptism and essential to his mission. Moreover the twin themes of kingly authority and filial submission, developed so clearly in the fourth Gospel (cf. Carson, Divine Sovereignty, pp. 146-62), are already present as the complementary poles of the life and self-revelation of Immanuel: "God with us."

2. Father, I want to know You, but my coward heart fears to give up its toys. I cannot part with them without inward bleeding, and I do not try to hide from You the terror of the parting. I come trembling, but I do come. Please root from my heart all those things which I have cherished so long and which have become a very part of my living self, so that You may enter and dwell there without a rival. Then You shall make the place of Your feet glorious. Then shall my heart have no need of the sun to shine in it, for You, Yourself will be the light of it, and there shall be no night there. In Jesus' name, Amen.

5. O God, be exalted over my possessions. Nothing of earth's treasures shall seem dear unto me if only You are glorified in my life. 

Be exalted over my friendships. I am determined that You shall be above all, though I must stand deserted and alone in the midst of the earth. 

Be exalted above my comforts. Though it mean the loss of bodily comforts and the carrying of heavy crosses I shall keep my vow made this day before You. 

Be exalted over my reputation. Make me ambitious to please You even if as a result I must sink into obscurity and my name be forgotten as a dream. 

Rise, O Lord, into Your proper place of honor, above my ambitions, above my likes & dislikes, above my family, my health, & even my life itself. Let me decrease that You may increase, let me sink that You may rise above. Ride forth upon me as You rode into Jerusalem mounted upon the humble little beast, a colt, the foal of an ass, & let me hear the children cry to You, "Hosanna in the highest."

Satan presented Christ with a fantasy-like vision of the world in which nations stood ready to abandon their idols and accept Christ as Lord. Jesus was made to hear the rustling of the world’s flags flying in his honor. He could win the world without pain, the enemy promised — no weeping over Jerusalem, no crucifixion. The great countries of the world — Israel’s elect nation, the mighty Roman Empire, and all the rest — would open their gates to their new king.

And it was Satan’s to offer. He was not lying when he told Jesus, “for it has been given to me, and I can give it to anyone I want to.” To be sure, Satan had a limited, derived sovereignty, but it was in fact his. Jesus would three times call him “the prince of this world” (John 12:31; John 14:30; John 16:11). Paul called him “the ruler of the kingdom of the air” (Ephes. 2:2) and “the god of this age” (2 Cor. 4:4). So the devil’s offer was legitimate.

But why would he make the offer? For the twisted satisfaction of seeing Christ recognize him as an authority that cannot be overcome but has to be reckoned with (Gooding).4 Perhaps Satan figured he would have that perverse satisfaction for eternity, no matter what judgment befell him.

The temptation was a powerful enticement. All the Master would have to do would be to acknowledge in worship the limited sovereignty Satan has been allowed to exercise on Planet Earth. The temptation was, again, to take the easy way to kingship, apart from God’s will — to be a “shortcut Savior.” The choice juxtaposed infinite extremes — the long, cruel agony of the cross and the instant exaltation following a fleeting bow to the god of this world.

Of course, the effects of the fleeting bow would be disastrous. A breach with the Father, with whom the Son had known nothing but eternal intimacy; a slap at the Father’s moral governance of the universe; a split second of idolatry that would eternally thunder through the universe; a shallow, fleeting political salvation instead of eternal soul salvation. No atonement. No real forgiveness. No righteousness.

Jesus drew himself up, faced the devil head-on across the wild desolation, and quoted again from Deuteronomy (Deut. 6:13), where Moses warned his people who were being attracted to idolatry, “It is written: ‘Worship the Lord your God and serve him only’” (Luke 4:8). There was to be no compromise in Jesus’ ministry, no concessions to the power brokers of this world, no seeking improper ease, no idolatry. Again we must cry, all praise to Christ Jesus! We must not fall to the common error of supposing that the temptations that came to Jesus were somehow easy. They were excruciating. Jesus met them as a human totally dependent on the Father, not as a quasi-man.

We do not have to look far to see the application to our own lives. The siren song of popular culture is to avoid pain and take the easy way, the path of least resistance. But God’s Word still speaks truly: “everyone who wants to live a godly life in Christ Jesus will be persecuted” (2 Tim. 3:12). Jesus embraced the cross by refusing the easy way, and as his followers, he says, we must do the same: “If anyone would come after me, he must deny himself and take up his cross and follow me. For whoever wants to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for me will find it” (Matthew 16:24, 25).

If we embrace the logic of Jesus’ refusal to take the easy way, we will see that taking the path of least resistance, to follow comfortable expediency, is idolatry — it is worshiping a false God.

Our lives prove what we are. But we must take heart, for Christ has taken on our condition. He was “tempted in every way, just as we are— yet was without sin” (Hebrews 4:15). This is an unfathomable mystery —that he could be sinless though truly tempted. But the fact is, he endured real temptation and came out utterly victorious. Because of that, he not only delivers us, but sympathizes with our weaknesses.

Jesus’ experience provides us with mighty wisdom. The most important factor in fighting temptation is to be filled with the Spirit of Christ, the Holy Spirit (Romans 8:9). Christ is the victor over temptation and sin. His very words to us are, “[T]ake heart! I have overcome the world” (John 16:33).

When Martin Luther was asked how he overcame the Devil, he replied, “Well, when he comes knocking upon the door of my heart, and asks ‘Who lives here?’ the dear Lord Jesus goes to the door and says, ‘Martin Luther used to live here, but he has moved out. Now I live here.’” When Christ fills our lives, Satan has no entrance. 

The other factor in fighting temptation is to be filled with God’s Word. In response to each of the three temptations, Christ answered with Scripture (Deut. 8:3, Deut. 6:16, and Deut. 6:13). He knew the truth of, “I have hidden your word in my heart that I might not sin against you” (Psalm 119:11). Why is this so? God’s Word reveals God’s mind, and God’s mind cannot be subject to sin. Therefore, if we fill our hearts with his Word, sin and temptation cannot dominate.

These two things, the fullness of Christ and the fullness of the Word, will make us victorious, and the angels will minister to us to meet all our needs.
Pastor Mike Breaux tells the following story of when his daughter Jodie answered God's call to go into missions work:

During her junior year of high school, Jodie struggled to find a faith of her own. She wanted to know in her heart that all of what she'd been taught to believe was true and that Jesus Christ was real. Honestly, she was headed down a dark road. But God pursued her down that road. She eventually found a faith of her own, and when she graduated from high school, she said, "I don't think God wants me to go to college right now. I want to take a year to go to Haiti, and I want to serve people in a medical mission down there."

I said, "Are you sure you want to do this? Jodie, it's 3,000 miles away from home. It's AIDS-infested and the poorest country in the western hemisphere. And do you know it's controlled by the voodoo religion?"

"I know all that," she said. "But I feel like God wants me to go and help those people."

I said, "Okay. If that's what you want to do, we'll make it happen."

One of the hardest days of my life was putting my little girl on an airplane and watching it lift off, not knowing whether I'd ever communicate with her again.

One night I got an e-mail from Jodie. She wrote: "Dad, tonight has been the most remarkable night of my life. I got called out to this hut to deliver a baby. Dad, I've only delivered one, and that was with somebody. I'd never done this by myself, but I was the only one around. They called me, and I get to this hut, and there's this naked, screaming lady on the dirt floor. I got a flashlight, and I'm thinking, Here I am, 18-years-old, and I'm in a hut in a third-world country with a naked, screaming, pregnant lady. I have a flashlight, and I don't know what I'm doing—but I'm here. To make matters worse, this lady from the voodoo religion walked into the hut, dressed in her red and blue voodoo garb, and began to chant some voodoo incantation in Creole. She put some kind of oil on the lady's head, and when she started to walk away from me and the woman, she stopped at the woman's belly, put some other kind of salve there, and walked the opposite direction—all while chanting this Creole spell. I didn't know what to do. She stood at the head of this woman and stared a hole through me. When I was getting ready to deliver this baby, I just looked back at her, and I started singing. I knew she didn't understand English, but I just started singing: 'Our God is an awesome God, he reigns from heaven above, with wisdom, power, and love, our God is an awesome God.'"

Jodie said that the voodoo lady became completely unglued. She grabbed all of her stuff and ran out of the hut. Jodie wrote, "That night I knew that that baby was going to be born with the blessing of God and not the curse of Satan." 

As I read Jodie's e-mail, my fatherly side thought, You get on a plane tomorrow! What are you doing in a hut with a voodoo woman in the first place? But then my heart beat so fast for her as her brother in Christ. I thought, Way to go, Jodie! Way to make a difference with your life! Way to stop floating around accidental-like! Way to put your life in the hands of the destiny-maker! Way to make a splash! Who knows who that little baby she delivered that night is going to grow up to touch and who that person is going to touch—all because of one courageous girl who said, "Okay, God, I want to put my life in your hands; I want to make a difference."

In 2006, the St. Petersburg Times reported the death of a Ukrainian man who was mauled by a lioness at the Kiev Zoo. He encountered the animal on purpose, believing that God would protect him.

A zoo official said the man lowered himself by a rope into a concrete enclosure holding four lions. Shouting, "God will save me, if he exists," the man took off his shoes and strode toward the animals.

One lioness came to meet him. She knocked him down and quickly severed his carotid artery. Zoo officials stated that the incident—which occurred in front of a large crowd—was the first of its kind.

Brittany Tarr, Wheaton, Illinois; source: "Lioness in Zoo Kills Man Who Invoked God," Yahoo! News (6-5-06)


Steve Irwin, known around the world as the "Crocodile Hunter," was killed on September 4, 2006, while filming wildlife along the Great Barrier Reef. His death serves as a lesson on both the consequences of our actions and the tenuous reality of human life.

Irwin was best known for the wildly popular, wildly dangerous antics on "Crocodile Hunter," his long-running television program. During the 14 years that the documentary was on the air, Irwin survived countless snake bites, being chased up a tree by a deadly komodo dragon, being spat in the face by a red spitting cobra, and being pulled into the water by a massive crocodile. At the time of his death, he was in the Great Barrier Reef to film a documentary on the ocean's deadliest creatures.

Ironically, it was one of the ocean's least harmful creatures that delivered Irwin's fatal blow. Due to poor weather, his team had stopped filming for the "Ocean's Deadliest" series, and so Irwin decided to do some work for a children's show that was to be hosted by his 8-year-old daughter, Bindi.

While swimming with his cameraman, he came across a 5-foot-wide stingray and began to follow along behind it. Stingrays are often called the "pussycats of the sea" because of their docile nature. In fact, they can be hand-fed by tourists on excursions from cruise-liners. Unfortunately, Irwin reportedly got a little too close to the animal, which thrust its poisonous, barbed tail upward in a defensive reflex. The 10-inch, serrated barb went into Irwin's chest and pierced his heart.

He was only the 17th person in the world known to have been killed by a stingray. If the blow had struck almost anywhere else, he would have survived easily. He was rushed to the nearest island and picked up by a medical helicopter, but he passed away long before reaching the hospital.

As a very little dust will disorder a clock, and the least sand will obscure our sight, so the least grain of sin which is upon the heart will hinder its right motion toward God.

—John Wesley, English theologian and early leader of Methodist movement (1703–1791) John Wesley, A Plain Account of Christian Perfection 
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I BELIEVE IN SATAN'S DOWNFALL   His global strategy

What is the motivation which goads the Tempter into con​tinually seeking the downfall of man? The answer is his ambition. He was created, as we have seen, a creature of immense power, beauty and intelligence. When the recipient of qualities like that sees them as gifts of God, they induce awe, dependence and gratitude. Satan did not see them in that way. They were the basis of his power. All power tends to corrupt, and in Satan's case, it has cor​rupted absolutely. His god is no longer the Lord but him​self. He must replace the Almighty. He must have pride of place. Therefore his aim is to get every man, woman and child in this world to owe him suzerainty.

His success is phenomenal. As we have seen, he is viewed in the Bible as the usurper prince of this world, and there is an important passage in 2 Corinthians 4 which sheds light on his ultimate strategy and present methods.

"If our gospel is veiled, it is veiled to those who are perishing. In their case the god of this world has blinded the minds of the unbelievers to keep them from seeing the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the likeness of God." (2 Cor. 4:3ff). Paul is speaking about the problems encountered in his ministry of preaching the gospel. It is hard work. It demands high motivation, holy living, cour​ageous proclamation and dogged persistence. There is a great unseen adversary, Satan. He does not take kindly to seeing his kingdom assailed and his captives released. He is the god of this world. He has, for all practical purposes, taken the place of God in the lives of many people. He does, not require that they should be very evil, very devilish. In fact he does not mind how kind they are, how devoted to philanthropic causes, how well educated or how generous. His great concern is to keep the light of the gospel of Jesus Christ who is the likeness of God, from breaking upon them. The weapon he uses for this purpose, and with devastating effect, is blindness. He blinds the minds of un​believers. They are blind to his machinations. They are blind to their danger. They are blind to the attractiveness of the divine likeness and glory in Jesus. They are not bad men; they simply don't see. And that is precisely the aim of the Tempter.

Imagine the situation behind the Iron Curtain, where the people are subjected all the time to official Soviet propaganda. They will not even see what things are like in a free country, let alone try to escape thither. But when some of them do see, when some of them attempt – and achieve – an escape, then the full wrath of the Soviet government is turned against them. It is a bit like that with Satan. So long as men stay within his realm and do not cross out of it into God's; so long as they believe his propaganda about the dullness of the Christian life and the injustice and meanness of God; so long he is content. But let them once doubt the propaganda, let them begin to be attracted by the glorious image of God in Jesus – then that spells danger. And the murderer of souls pursues them vigorously.

He does everything he can to prevent a man responding to the gospel of Christ. Jesus said as much in the parable of the sower. "The seed is the Word of God. The ones along the path are those who have heard; then the devil comes and takes away the Word from their hearts, that they may not believe and be saved" (Lk. 8:12). He seeks to lure men to destruction and does not mind what inducements he offers them en route. There is a delightful story told of the celebrated eighteenth-century preacher, Rowland Hill. He was walking down the street one day when he saw a drove 63

Deut. 7:7 "The LORD did not set His love on you nor choose you because you were more in number than any of the peoples, for you were the fewest of all peoples, 8 but because the LORD loved you and kept the oath which He swore to your forefathers, the LORD brought you out by a mighty hand and redeemed you from the house of slavery, from the hand of Pharaoh king of Egypt.

Faith is not some weak and pitiful emotion, but is strong and vigorous confidence built on the fact that God is holy love. And even though you cannot see Him right now and cannot understand what He is doing, you know Him. Disaster occurs in your life when you lack the mental composure that comes from establishing yourself on the eternal truth that God is holy love. Faith is the supreme effort of your life—throwing yourself with abandon and total confidence upon God. Oswald Chambers

By the test of common sense, Jesus Christ’s statements may seem mad, but when you test them by the trial of faith, your findings will fill your spirit with the awesome fact that they are the very words of God. Trust completely in God, and when He brings you to a new opportunity of adventure, offering it to you, see that you take it. 

We act like pagans in a crisis—only one out of an entire crowd is daring enough to invest his faith in the character of God. Oswald Chambers

For Jesus, the temptations are identified, defined, and defeated through the Word of God.

1. The passage clearly points to the active existence of a supernatural evil personality named Satan.

2. The goals of all temptations are always the same:

a.  To separate us from God and thus break His heart

b. To damage/destroy us: our Kingdom-effectiveness, families, witness, and ministries

3. Satan crafts temptations to hit us at our most vulnerable places.

4. The Ten Commandments help us to recognize many of our temptations; but we are most greatly helped by viewing life-choices in the context of two Great Commandments and the Great Commission. (Math. 22:37-39; Jn. 13:34; I Cor. 13:4-8; Math: 28:18-20)

· The period of forty days and forty nights is a familiar period of testing in the Bible, both in the days of Noah and for Israel in the wilderness. Jesus will succeed where Israel as a nation failed.
· Wesley’s Wilderness State: Lamp & Temptations

· Why these temptations… at this time in His life & Ministry?

Js. 1:13-15: Let no one say when he is tempted, "I am being tempted by God"; for God cannot be tempted by evil, and He Himself does not tempt anyone.14 But each one is tempted when he is carried away and enticed by his own lust. 15 Then when lust has conceived, it gives birth to sin; and when sin is accomplished, it brings forth death.

Math. 6:13: And don't let us yield to temptation, but deliver us from the evil one.

Math. 26:41"Keep watching and praying that you may not enter into temptation; the spirit is willing, but the flesh is weak."

Lk. 8:13 "Those on the rocky soil are those who, when they hear, receive the word with joy; and these have no firm root; they believe for a while, and in time of temptation fall away.

I Cor. 10:13 “No temptation has overtaken you but such as is common to man; and God is faithful, who will not allow you to be tempted beyond what you are able, but with the temptation will provide the way of escape also, so that you will be able to endure it.

I Tim. 6:9: “But those who want to get rich fall into temptation and a snare and many foolish and harmful desires which plunge men into ruin and destruction.

II Pet. 2:9 “then the Lord knows how to rescue the godly from temptation, and to keep the unrighteous under punishment for the Day of Judgment,

Ps. 119:11; 104 “I have hidden your word in my heart that I might not sin against you.”  “I gain understanding from your precepts; therefore I hate every wrong path.
     C.S. Lewis: Mere Christianity: But I freely admit that   real Christianity (as   distinct   from Christianity-and-water) goes much nearer to Dualism than people think. One of the  things  that  surprised  me when  I  first  read  the  New Testament seriously was that it talked so  much about  a Dark  Power in the universe-a mighty evil spirit who was held to be the  Power behind  death  and disease, and  sin.  The difference  is that Christianity thinks  this Dark Power  was created  by  God, and  was  good  when  he  was  created,  and  went  wrong. Christianity agrees with Dualism that this universe is at war. But it does not think this is a war between independent powers. It thinks it is a civil war, a rebellion, and that we are living in a part of the universe occupied by the rebel.

     Enemy-occupied territory - that is what this world is.  Christianity is the  story  of  how the rightful king has  landed,  you might say  landed in disguise,  and  is  calling  us  all to  take part in a  great  campaign  of sabotage. When you go to church you are really listening-in to the secret wireless from our friends: that is why the enemy is so anxious to prevent us from going. He  does  it  by  playing  on  our  conceit  and  laziness  and intellectual snobbery.  I know someone will ask me, "Do you really mean, at this time of day, to reintroduce our old friend the devil-hoofs and horns and all?" Well, what the time of day has to do with it I do not know. And I am not particular about the hoofs and horns. But in other respects my answer is “Yes, I do."  I do not claim to know anything about his personal appearance. If anybody really wants to know him better I would say to that person, "Don't worry. If you really want to, you will. Whether you'll like it when you do is another question."

     Christians, then, believe that an evil power has made himself for the present the Prince of this World.

PREFACE

There are two equal and opposite errors into which our race can fall about the devils. One is to disbelieve in their existence. The other is to believe, and to feel an excessive and unhealthy interest in them. They themselves are equally pleased by both errors, and hail a materialist or a magician with the same delight. 

The commonest question is whether I really "be​lieve in the Devil."

Now, if by_ "the Devil" you mean a power opposite to God and, like God, self-existent from all eternity, the answer is certainly No. There is no uncreated be​ing except God. God has no opposite. No being could attain a "perfect badness" opposite to the perfect goodness of God; for when you have taken away every kind of good thing (intelligence, will, memory, energy, and existence itself) there would be none of him left.

The proper question is whether I believe in devils. I do. That is to say, I believe in angels, and I believe that some of these, by the abuse of their free will, have become enemies to God and, as a corollary, to us. These we may call devils. They do not differ in nature from good angels, but their nature is depraved. Devil is the opposite of angel only as Bad Man is the opposite of Good Man. Satan, the leader or dictator of devils, is the opposite, not of God, but of Michael.
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